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The Inst i tute of  Environmental  Professionals Sr i  Lanka ( IEPSL)
was establ ished in 2006 with a Cabinet  Paper (No.
06/1365/221/026 of  13-7-2006) with the blessings of  the then
Minister  of  Environment ,  Hon.  Maithreepala Sir isena.  The Act of
the Inst i tute is  now being f inal ized and wi l l  be operat ional  before
the end of  2019.  I t  is  the only Professional  Inst i tute of
Environmental ists in the Country and was establ ished to br idge
the gap and to uphold the dignity  and raise the reputat ion of  the
environmental  profession in the country.  The main thrust  areas of
the Inst i tute are Education and Training,  Promoting Awareness
and Advocacy on Environmental  Issues and to Improve
Environmental  Professional ism. I t  provides training on a
mult i tude of  areas in the environment to a wide pol i ty ,  provide
advice to the Government and other sectors of  the society on
matters pertaining to the environment ,  in  order to ensure
sustainable development.  I t  offers Charter  Membership for  the
pract i t ioners.

Vision
To be a vibrant body of outstanding environmental

professionals contributing effectively to the
advancement of the field of environment and for

resolution of environmental problems confronting
the modern society.

Mission
To protect the dignity and recognition of the
profession through education, research and

application of scientific knowledge while contributing
to maintain high standards in the practice of

environmental management.
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It is with great pleasure that I present this special 20th Anniversary edition of our IEPSL Newsletter. This milestone

marks two decades since the establishment of the Institute of Environmental Professionals of Sri Lanka in 2006

through a Parliamentary decision, reflecting our continued commitment to advancing environmental professionalism

in the country.

As we commemorate this important anniversary, let us take pride in our collective achievements and look ahead

with renewed commitment. Together, we will continue to strengthen IEPSL’s voice as a leading professional body

for environmental excellence.

Best wishes, 

Asela Iddawela

President
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20  Anniversary Editionth

 
Scan for more information and

submission of articles 
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IEPSL’s Flagship Magazine

2026 | Volume 1 | Issue 1

Browse Beyond Borders -
2026

www.iepsl.lk

Beyond Borders is the flagship publication
of the Institute of Environmental

Professionals Sri Lanka (IEPSL), dedicated to
celebrating excellence in

environmental management, sustainability
innovation, and professional

leadership. The magazine curates high-
impact articles that showcase

best practices, transformative solutions,
and forward-looking sustainability
initiatives shaping industries and

communities today.

https://www.iepsl.lk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Beyond-Borders-2026.pdf
https://www.iepsl.lk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Beyond-Borders-2026.pdf
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Sri Lanka’s Race Toward Sustainable
Industrialization: 
A New Eco-Industrial Park Model on the Horizon
As Sr i  Lanka cont inues i ts rapid industr ia l  expansion, a
paral le l  cr is is has been unfolding by threatening natural
resources, ecosystems, and community wel lbeing. Al though,
industr ia l izat ion has brought prosper i ty,  jobs,  and
infrastructure,  i t  has also taken a heavy tol l  on the
environment.  Pol lut ion,  over-extract ion of  natural  resources,
inef f ic ient  energy use, and escalat ing greenhouse gas
emissions now chal lenge the region’s abi l i ty  to grow
sustainably.

In response to th is urgent need, a groundbreaking research
ini t iat ive f rom the Universi ty of  Sr i  Jayewardenepura
proposes the development of  a customized Eco-Industr ia l
Park (EIP) model ta i lored speci f ical ly for  the Sr i  Lankan
context .  This research aims to ident i fy regional  potent ia ls,
barr iers,  and best pract ices to support  a greener future,  one
where industr ies col laborate to minimize waste,  conserve
resources, and simultaneously strengthen economic
performance.

Cont' . . . . .  Page 05
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The consequences are stark.  Natural  resource scarci ty is
r is ing,  fossi l  fuel  dependence remains high, and industr ia l
emissions cont inue to c l imb. However,  st i l l  the country is
lack of  strong environmental  regulatory f rameworks which is
necessary to support  responsible industr ia l  pract ices.  

As Sr i  Lanka and i ts neighbors work toward cl imate
commitments,  including carbon neutral i ty goals,  there is a
pressure mounts to t ransform tradi t ional  industr ia l  zones into
resi l ient ,  sustainable ecosystems. Against  th is backdrop,
Eco-Industr ia l  Parks emerge as a powerful  solut ion.

A Country at the Crossroads

The research highl ights a global  t ruth:  economic systems
and natural  ecosystems are inseparably l inked. Industr ia l
growth rel ies heavi ly on natural  resource extract ion,  and
unmanaged industr ia l  processes feed pol lut ion back into the
environment.  Rapid populat ion growth and expanding
manufactur ing sectors in the country have increased demand
for water,  land, energy,  and raw mater ia ls beyond
sustainable l imi ts.

Eco-Industrial  Parks: A Transformative Concept

According to the United Nat ions Industr ia l  Development
Organizat ion (UNIDO), an Eco-Industr ia l  Park is “a
community of  businesses located on a common property
where companies seek to achieve enhanced environmental ,
economic,  and social  performance through col laborat ion in
managing environmental  and resource issues.”  Unl ike
tradi t ional  industr ia l  zones, EIPs work on the pr inciple of
industr ia l  symbiosis,  where waste or by-products of  one
industry become inputs for  another.  In doing so, EIPs reduce
pol lut ion,  conserve valuable resources, and support  a
circular economy. 

Environmental ly,  they help industr ies s igni f icant ly reduce
their  ecological  footpr int .  By integrat ing ef f ic ient  wastewater
treatment systems, faci l i tat ing the use of  renewable energy,
promot ing recycl ing and resource recovery,  and encouraging
the conservat ion of  water and energy,

 EIPs great ly minimize pol lut ion and waste.  These measures
not only protect  ecosystems but also support  nat ional  and
global  commitments to c l imate act ion and the United Nat ions
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

From an economic perspect ive,  EIPs boost industr ia l
compet i t iveness by enabl ing shared infrastructure and
resource opt imizat ion.  Companies operat ing wi thin these
parks benef i t  f rom lower operat ional  expenses, reduced
energy costs,  and enhanced resource ef f ic iency.  Access to
green f inancing opportuni t ies and increased investor
conf idence further strengthen their  posi t ion in global  value
chains.  
On the social  f ront ,  EIPs contr ibute meaningful ly to
community wel lbeing. They create better employment
opportuni t ies and promote safer and heal th ier working
environments.  

Figure 1:  Theoret ical  Concepts behind EIP
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Figure 02: Bird View of  a Typical  EIP Model

Cont' . . . . .  Page 06

Sri Lanka’s Race Toward Sustainable Industrialization...

Across the wor ld,  successful  EIP models already exist .
Kalundborg in Denmark is a global  icon in industr ia l
symbiosis,  whi le countr ies l ike Vietnam, China, and South
Afr ica have implemented large-scale eco-fr iendly industr ia l
zones integrat ing shared infrastructure,  green energy,  waste
treatment systems, and resource-ef f ic ient  processes. In
South Asia,  however,  st i l l  lags behind.

Why Sri  Lanka Needs Its Own EIP Model?
While several  g lobal  EIP frameworks exist ,  the research
emphasizes that Sr i  Lanka requires a customized model,
one that accounts for  regional  d i f ferences in governance,
infrastructure,  technology access, f inancial  capaci ty,  and
cul tural  factors.

Sr i  Lanka faces unique constraints,  including technological
l imi tat ions,  weak enforcement of  environmental  regulat ions,
high upfront investment costs,  insuff ic ient  awareness of
c i rcular economy pract ices,  l imi ted cross- industry
col laborat ion,  pol icy gaps in industr ia l  development and
environmental  protect ion.  

Even though, the country has strong nat ional  commitments to
sustainabi l i ty  and cl imate act ion,  exist ing industr ia l  parks
face chal lenges in waste management,  renewable energy
adopt ion,  and infrastructure readiness. A tai lored EIP model
developed by understanding country speci f ic  needs could
br idge these gaps and accelerate nat ional  progress toward
carbon-neutral  goals.  

Knowing the depth,  s igni f icance and benef i ts for  the t r ip le
bottom l ine in by implement ing an opt imal eco industr ia l  park
model for  the Sr i  Lanka, researchers and industry experts
from Sri  Lanka and United Kingdom now putt ing their  ef for ts
in model l ing the outcome through a r igorous doctoral
research. 
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Practical approach:  The study is consist ing wi th f ive phases
to achieve the object ives of  the study; the f i rst  phase
focuses on mapping industr ies and resource f lows by
studying major industr ia l  sectors across the region,
ident i fy ing opportuni t ies for  resource shar ing and waste
reuse, and assessing the sustainabi l i ty  performance of
exist ing industr ia l  zones. In the second phase, researchers
ident i fy key barr iers to EIP development through pol icy
reviews, stakeholder interviews, and surveys, examining
regulatory gaps, f inancial  constraints,  technological
l imi tat ions,  infrastructure weaknesses, and capaci ty or
awareness issues. The third phase evaluates the feasibi l i ty
of  integrat ing renewable energy sources such as solar,  wind,
biomass, and waste-to-energy systems whi le explor ing
circular economy opportuni t ies,  industr ia l  symbiosis,  and the
broader economic,  social ,  and environmental  impacts.  Phase
four emphasizes the development of  a high-precis ion EIP
model using digi ta l  twinning technologies,  s imulat ion tools,
extensive stakeholder consul tat ions,  and scenar io test ing to
ensure pract ical i ty and adaptabi l i ty .  Final ly,  phase f ive
presents detai led pol icy recommendat ions,  including
regulatory reforms, capaci ty-bui ld ing in i t iat ives,  and robust
monitor ing and performance indicators to support  successful
EIP implementat ion across the region.

A Blueprint for the Future
I f  implemented, the proposed Eco-Industr ia l  Park model
could t ransform industry sector in the country.  I t  promises a
future where economic growth no longer comes at  the
expense of  environmental  heal th or community wel lbeing.
The research signals a strategic turning point ,  one where Sr i
Lanka and i ts neighbors take decis ive steps toward a green
industr ia l  revolut ion,  shaping a more resi l ient  and
sustainable regional  economy for decades to come.

How the Study Works?

Rather than remaining theoret ical ,  the research fol lows a
step-by-step,

The Team is consisted of  Ms. Terancy Samarawickrama,
Facul ty of  Graduate Studies,  Universi ty of  Sr i
Jayewardenepura who is working at tached to the Board of
Investment of  Sr i  Lanka, Dr.  Mrs.  Udayagee Kumarasinghe,
Senior Lecturer of  Facul ty of  Technology, Universi ty of  Sr i
Jayewardenepura as the pr incipal  supervisor.  Professor Mrs.
Champika Lasanthi  L iyanage, Professor of  School  of
Engineer ing,  Facul ty of  Science and Technology, Universi ty
of  Central  Lancashire,  Uni ted Kingdom, & Senior Professor
(Rtd) Mrs.  Hemanthi  Ranasighe ,  Facul ty of  Appl ied
Sciences, Universi ty of  Sr i  Jayewardenepura are co-
supervis ing the project .  Meant ime, the research is fu l ly
supported by Ministry of  Industr ies and Industr ia l
Development Board due to the s igni f icance at  nat ional  level
and regional  levels.

Mrs. Terancy Samarawickrama Dr. Mrs. Udayagee Kumarasinghe

Prof. Mrs. Champika L. LiyanagE Prof. Mrs. Hemanthi Ranasinghe                

IEPSL for Capacity Building
 Visit our website to register for the courses we offer. 

academic@iepsl.lk

Professional Diploma in Environment Management 
Short Course on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)  
Training Program on Environment and Social Safeguard
for the Construction and Other Industries 
Workshop on Environmental Governance
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18th Annual Technical Sessions (ATS) and Annual General Meeting
of IEPSL ECOCONVERGENCE 2026 was held on 11  - 12  March 2026
in Colombo

th th

An awareness programme on implement ing an Extended
Producer Responsibi l i ty  (EPR) and col lect-back model for
waste management was successful ly held on 11 March 2026
at the Gal l  Face Hotel ,  Colombo. The event brought together
heads and senior of f ic ia ls of  local  government inst i tut ions,
along with key stakeholders f rom nat ional  and provincial
agencies.

The programme featured technical  insights f rom leading
experts in environmental  management,  h ighl ight ing pract ical
strategies to strengthen waste col lect ion and accountabi l i ty
mechanisms in Sr i  Lanka. 

Glimpse of ECOCONVERGENCE 2026
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Day 1: Awareness Workshop on Implementing an Extended Producer Responsibil i ty (EPR) and
Collect-back Model for Waste Management

The Chief  Guest,  Hon. Minister of  Publ ic Administrat ion,
Provincial  Counci ls,  and Local  Government,  Prof .  Chandana
Abeyratne, emphasized the importance of  col laborat ive
governance and sustainable waste solut ions.
The session concluded with an engaging discussion and a
networking segment,  foster ing partnerships to advance ef fect ive
waste management pract ices across the country.

The Chief Guest, Hon. Minister of Public Administration, Provincial
Councils, and Local Government, Prof. Chandana Abeyratne is

addressing the gathering



INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS SRI LANKA PAGE 08

Establishment of the  IEPSLYouth Environmental Professionals
Forum 

Glimpse of ECOCONVERGENCE 2026
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Day 1

IEPSL proudly marked the establ ishment of  the
Youth Environmental  Professionals Forum
(YEPF) on 11 March 2026, in paral le l  wi th
EcoConvergence 2026. This mi lestone in i t iat ive
br ings together a dynamic network of  young
environmental  leaders and universi ty
undergraduates commit ted to advancing
environmental  sustainabi l i ty  in Sr i  Lanka.

The Forum comprises four dedicated commit tees:
the Const i tut ion & Development Commit tee,
Environmental  Educat ion & Knowledge
Management Commit tee, Project  & Event
Coordinat ion Commit tee, and the Execut ive
Commit tee. Represent ing universi t ies across the
country,  these young professionals are uni ted by
a shared vis ion of  promot ing environmental
knowledge, foster ing sustainable solut ions,  and
creat ing meaningful  societal  impact.

The establ ishment of  YEPF ref lects IEPSL’s
commitment to empowering the next generat ion
of environmental  leaders and strengthening
youth engagement in addressing environmental
chal lenges. Through col laborat ion,  innovat ion,
and leadership,  the Forum aims to inspire
posi t ive change and contr ibute towards a greener
and more sustainable future for  Sr i  Lanka.

Members of the IEPSLYouth Environmental Professionals Forum 
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Opening Plenary Session: Keynote speech: Prof. Harsha Ratnaweera, 

Water is at  the centre of  some of  the most urgent
chal lenges facing the wor ld today. Cl imate change is making
water problems more extreme, creat ing condi t ions where
communit ies exper ience ei ther too l i t t le water through
drought or too much water through f loods, storms and
landsl ides.  Uneven global  d istr ibut ion of  f reshwater means
that many people already face water scarci ty,  and r is ing
temperatures are expected to worsen the si tuat ion.

At the same t ime, water qual i ty is under ser ious pressure.  A
large share of  wastewater remains untreated, al lowing
pol lutants to enter r ivers,  lakes and groundwater.  In Sr i
Lanka, the Kelani  River is an important example,  af fected by
industr ia l  waste,  sewage contaminat ion,  sol id waste and
i l legal  mining. Such pol lut ion increases the cost and
complexi ty of  water t reatment and threatens publ ic heal th.

Another growing concern is the presence of  emerging micropol lutants,  including chemicals f rom pharmaceut icals and cosmetics.
These substances require advanced treatment technologies and stronger responsibi l i ty  f rom producers.

However,  water systems also of fer  opportuni t ies.  Wastewater should not be seen only as waste,  but  as a resource from which
water,  nutr ients,  organic matter and energy can be recovered, reused and recycled. Digi ta l isat ion can also improve the sector
through smart  design, ef f ic ient  use and better control  using sensors and data analyt ics.

Yet digi ta l isat ion br ings new r isks.  Water services are increasingly exposed to cyber threats that  can disrupt operat ions,  a l ter
chemical  dosing, damage infrastructure or block access to v i ta l  data.  Managing future water chal lenges therefore requires
cl imate resi l ience, pol lut ion control ,  resource recovery and secure digi ta l  t ransformat ion.

NORWAIGIAN UNIVERSITY OF LIFE SCIENCES, PRESIDENT EUROPEAN WATER ASSOCIATION
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Panel Discussion: 
“From Efficiency to Resilience: The Future of Industrial
Water Management”

A key highl ight  of  the programme was the panel  d iscussion on “From Eff ic iency to Resi l ience: The Future of  Industr ia l  Water
Management.”  The discussion brought together dist inguished experts f rom industry,  academia, and the water sector to share
their  perspect ives on emerging chal lenges and opportuni t ies in sustainable water management.  The session was moderated by
Dr.  Thar indu Rit igala,  Director – Chemical  Process, DOSCON Lanka.

The panel  comprised Prof .  Harsha Ratnaweera, President of  the European Water Associat ion;  Dr.  S.  K.  Weragoda, Project
Director of  the Nat ional  Water Supply and Drainage Board;  and Mr.  Rushanth Chandrabose, Director of  Waste-to-Value. The
discussion emphasized the importance of  innovat ion,  regulatory compl iance, water stewardship,  c i rcular economy pr inciples,
c l imate resi l ience, and cross-sector col laborat ion in addressing Sr i  Lanka’s growing water-related chal lenges.

The event concluded with the recogni t ion of  industry leaders who have demonstrated exemplary commitment to sustainable
water management,  inspir ing other organizat ions to adopt responsible water stewardship pract ices and contr ibute towards
nat ional  water secur i ty,  c l imate resi l ience, and environmental  sustainabi l i ty .
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Industry Water Leader Awards of the Year 2025

The Inst i tute of  Environmental  Professionals Sr i  Lanka ( IEPSL) successful ly conducted the Industry Water Leaders of  the Year
2025 programme as part  of  EcoConvergence 2026, recogniz ing organizat ions that have demonstrated outstanding commitment
to sustainable water management and water stewardship.  The in i t iat ive was organized to promote responsible water use,
resource ef f ic iency,  and environmental  sustainabi l i ty  wi th in Sr i  Lankan industr ies.  The programme was generously supported by
Uniken Lanka Ltd. ,  as the main sponsor of  the event.  

Fol lowing a comprehensive evaluat ion process, awards were presented to organizat ions demonstrat ing excel lence in water
management wi th in the text i le sector.  Hirdaramani Industr ies (Pvt)  Ltd – Seethawaka Washing Plant was awarded the Gold
Award, whi le Ori t  Apparels Lanka (Pvt)  Ltd received the Si lver Award, and American & Ef i rd Lanka (Pvt)  Ltd was recognized
with the Bronze Award.

A Special  Recogni t ion Award was presented to Ayurvie Wel igama by Thema Col lect ion for  i ts outstanding commitment to
sustainable water management and environmental  stewardship wi th in the hospi ta l i ty  sector.

Hirdaramani Industries (Pvt) Ltd, Seethawaka Washing
Plant, was awarded the Gold Award

Orit Apparels Lanka (Pvt) Ltd received the Silver Award

American & Efird Lanka (Pvt) Ltd was 
recognized with the Bronze Award

A Special Recognition Award was presented to Ayurvie Weligama by Thema
Collection for its outstanding commitment to sustainable water

management and environmental stewardship within the hospitality sector.
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Panel Discussion: Knowledge to Action for a Climate Resilient Future

Closing plenary session was held wi th a panel  d iscussion t i t led “Knowledge to Act ion for  a Cl imate Resi l ient  Future” brought
together experts f rom diverse sectors to explore pract ical  solut ions for  addressing cl imate-related hazards and bui ld ing
resi l ience in communit ies and inst i tut ions.  The session focused on proact ive approaches to managing r isks associated with
f loods, landsl ides,  and droughts,  whi le emphasiz ing the importance of  t ranslat ing knowledge into meaningful  act ion.

Moderated by Shiranee Yasaratne, the panel  featured Dr.  Shamen Vidanage, Rohan Cooray, Dr.  Leonie Vaas, Prof .  Aj i th de
Alwis,  and Sandun Jayasur iya.

The discussion highl ighted the cr i t ical  ro le of  ear ly warning systems, hazard mapping, evidence-based pol icy f rameworks,  and
community-centered resi l ience strategies in reducing the impacts of  c l imate-related disasters.  Panel ists also emphasized the
need for stronger col laborat ion among government inst i tut ions,  academia, the pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society,  and youth to enhance
preparedness and support  ant ic ipatory act ion.

The session underscored that bui ld ing a c l imate-resi l ient  future requires not only scient i f ic  knowledge and technological
innovat ion but also ef fect ive implementat ion,  inclusive decis ion-making, and sustained investment in resi l ience-bui ld ing
measures.  Part ic ipants were encouraged to strengthen partnerships and accelerate act ion to safeguard communit ies and support
sustainable development in the face of  increasing cl imate r isks.
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Parallel Technical Sessions

A key highl ight  of  the IESPL Annual Technical  Symposium (ATS) 2026 was the ser ies of
paral le l  technical  sessions that brought together researchers,  pract i t ioners,  academics,
and industry professionals to share innovat ive solut ions and emerging knowledge on
pressing environmental  chal lenges under the theme of “Knowledge to  Act ion for  a
Cl imate Resi l ient  Future”.  The technical  programme featured 25 oral  presentat ions
across four themat ic sessions, ref lect ing the mult id iscipl inary nature of  environmental
science and sustainable development.

Session 1:  Cl imate Change, Risk & Environmental  Informat ics
Session 2:  Biodiversi ty,  Ecosystems & Nature-Based Solut ions
Session 3:  Sustainable Ci t ies,  Infrastructure & Green Innovat ion
Session 4:  Circular Economy, Pol lut ion Control  &One Health

In addi t ion to the oral  presentat ions,  the Poster Session provided a v ibrant plat form for
researchers and students to present their  work,  engage in technical  d iscussions, and
exchange ideas with part ic ipants.

https://www.iepsl.lk/annual-technical-session-2026-proceedings/
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Ceremonial Session

Welcoming the Chief Guest,
Dr. Dammika Patabendi, Hon. Minister of Environment

IEPSL Counil members 2026/2027

Prof. Ranjith Dissanayake, delivering the keynote address Dr. Dammika Patabendi, Chief Guest, Hon. Minister of
Environment, addressing the gathering

Awarding of the Fellowship Certificates: Mr. Janaka Wijesekara
receives his fellowship certificate from the Hon. Minister of

Environment.

Awarding of the Charter Certificates: Mr. Yasantha
Gunaratne receives his charter certificate from the

Secretary, Ministry of Environment.
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IEPSL Charter Awardees 2025/2026

P.M. Maheshika Sujeewa Kumari
A. Yogal ingam
E.A. Kasunthi  K.  Amarasekara
Etty Sivasudhan
C. Madhushani  Paranawithanage
Gamlakshage Dona Dayani
Y. Isur ie Lakmal ie Dharmasoma
M. Tr ishan Chamara Perera
S. D. Si thumini  Anuradha Wijerathna
Chamini  Kasun Hemachandra
H. A. Yasantha Ravindra Gunarathna

IEPSL Fellowship Awardees 2025/2026

Janaka Wijesekara
Anura Ranwala
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Glimpse of ECOCONVERGENCE 2026
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IEPSL Honorary Fellowship

Senior Professor Ajith De Alwis, Department of Chemical and Process
Engineering, University of Moratuwa, receives the 

Honorary Fellowship of the IEPSL, 
in recognition of his outstanding contributions to environmental safeguard,

sustainability, industrial development, and national policy advancement in Sri
Lanka, alongside his extensive academic and research leadership 
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IEPSL celebrates its 20th Anniversary, marking two decades since its
establishment in 2006 through a Parliamentary decision. Past Presidents of IEPSL
and founding Executive Committee members come together to commemorate this

milestone and honor the Institute’s legacy with a ceremonial cake-cutting

Glimpse of ECOCONVERGENCE 2026

Research and Publ icat ions Committee     
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Climate Disaster Preparedness in Sri Lanka’s Food
Supply Chain: A Midstream Approach
Sri  Lanka is considered to be highly suscept ib le to adverse
cl imate ef fects due to i ts unique geographical  posi t ion and
socio-economic condi t ions.  Across the years,  Sr i  Lanka has
faced a range of  c l imate hazards,  including f loods, droughts,
cyclones, etc.  The country ’s agr icul tural  act iv i t ies are direct ly
af fected by th is var iabi l i ty  and extreme events,  leading to
potent ia l  food insecur i t ies.  These disrupt ions not only decrease
product ion at  the farm level  but  also break and interrupt the
ent i re supply chain,  making i t  harder to move food safely and
eff ic ient ly to the consumption stage. Hence, i t  is  important to
look at  the midstream stages and their  strategic controls in the
event of  a c l imate- induced disaster,  in order to ensure food
avai labi l i ty ,  reduce post-harvest losses, and stabi l ize market
supply.  Under the midstream stages, we can focus on the
storage, t ransport ,  coordinat ion,  processing, and redistr ibut ion
levels of  a food supply chain.  There should be emergency
measures as wel l  as mid- and long-term preparedness for food
secur i ty under adverse condi t ions.  

IEPSL for Capacity Building
 Visit our website to register for the courses we offer. 

academic@iepsl.lk
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There should be systems ident i f ied to carry the goods
through safe passages and corr idors.  Emergencies
overwhelm local  systems, so the responsible agencies
should central ise route informat ion,  warehousing, access
updates,  last-mi le infrastructure,  and transport  services.
The necessary direct ions,  leadership,  coordinat ion,
informat ion management,  and common logist ics services
should be provided when local  capaci ty is exceeded.
Modern emergency food supply chains increasingly rely on
l ive planning tools to ident i fy bott lenecks, reroute
shipments,  and reduce food loss.  Digi ta l  p lat forms help i t
p lan in real  t ime, ident i fy and manage r isks,  and del iver
more ef f ic ient ly.

When fresh food cannot move quickly enough, i t  is  crucial  to
convert  i t  into more stable forms or produce semi-processed
foods. According to the FAO, food processing increases
food avai labi l i ty  beyond the area and season of  product ion,
whi le the World Food Programme also increasingly
distr ibutes for t i f ied staples such as wheat f lour,  maize meal,
and r ice in emergency programmes. For Sr i  Lanka, th is
means that midstream control  dur ing c l imate disasters must
include edible-food redistr ibut ion,  d iversion of  damaged-but-
safe food to processing where possible,  and rapid
conversion of  unavoidable waste into compost or biogas
instead of  a l lowing i t  to accumulate as a publ ic-heal th and
environmental  burden. 

Professional Diploma in Environment Management 
Short Course on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)  
Training Program on Environment and Social Safeguard
for the Construction and Other Industries 
Workshop on Environmental Governance

Kasuni Gayanika Wimalasena
Researcher / Lecturer,
Global  Edulink,  United Kingdom
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When a disaster warning is issued, i t  is  important to have pre-
posi t ioned buffer stocks of  ready-to-use food, medical  k i ts,
shel ter  gear,  and logist ics equipment c loser to the disaster-
prone areas so that they can be released immediately when
supply l ines break. I t  is  equal ly important to deploy mobi le
storage uni ts and temporary warehouses to protect  grains and
packaged foods from pests and exposure,  g iven that the f ixed
warehouses may get damaged. 

As seen in recent past events,  especial ly wi th Cyclone Ditwah,
roads and common access routes fa i led,  making i t  d i f f icul t  to
provide necessi t ies to the af fected populat ion.  The f looding
damaged roads, br idges, i r r igat ion systems, crops, and
household food stocks at  the same t ime, i l lustrat ing that c l imate
disasters interrupt both supply and logist ics.  
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Simultaneously,  for  per ishable and damageable goods, i t  is
advisable to use reefer containers,  cold storage faci l i t ies,  and
generators i f  possible.  Simple midstream f ixes such as
reusable plast ic crates,  bet ter stacking, c leaner handl ing,  and
safer loading can save large amounts of  f resh food.

Food banks, community k i tchen and, shel ters and intermediary
organisat ions are establ ished approaches that can col lect  the
edible surplus,  store and process i f  needed, and redirect
those to the people in need. At the same t ime, i t  is  v i ta l  to
ensure hygiene, contaminat ion control ,  and proper waste
management so that unsafe food is separated and not
redistr ibuted. 

When i t  comes to the mid- and long-term strategies,  Sr i  Lanka
should focus on cl imate disaster preparedness that extends
control  much more than just  moving food from one point  to
another.  A resi l ient  system is required that can keep food
safe,  avai lable,  and af fordable even when the normal market
f lows are disrupted. One of  the weaknesses observed in Sr i
Lanka’s midstream controls is not only the loss of  food at
product ion s i tes but the fa i lure to move i t  quickly and safely
through col lect ion points,  wholesale markets,  t ransport
corr idors,  and retai l  channels.

Another major response could be to scale up research-based
food preservat ion and food processing, also focusing more on
“process before spoi lage” for  emergency preparedness. This
is important as preservat ion doesn’ t  just  merely cut  down on
waste,  but  also buys t ime, stabi l izes pr ices,  protects farmers’
revenue, and creates stocks that can be later used. Research
is needed to ensure that per ishable foods are preserved not
merely as sauces, purees, or other processed by-products,
but also as nutr i t ious,  convenient main food. Since r ice is the
staple food in Sr i  Lanka and the country ’s food cul ture is bui l t
around r ice-based meals,  food preservat ion strategies should
be developed in ways that f i t  local  meal patterns and
consumer preferences. This would make preserved foods more
pract ical ,  acceptable,  and useful  dur ing both normal t imes and
emergencies.

Overal l ,  Sr i  Lanka’s response to c l imate-related food-supply
disrupt ion should move from a narrow focus on product ion to a
broader focus on midstream resi l ience.

Stronger distr ibut ion systems, c l imate-resi l ient  cold storage,
preservat ion research, rapid conversion of  per ishables into
processed and semi-processed foods, and organized food
banks can together reduce losses, protect  nutr i t ion,  stabi l ise
markets,  and make the food supply chain more shock-
resistant.  In that  sense, midstream control  is  not  a
secondary issue in disaster management;  i t  is  one of  the
main condi t ions for  nat ional  food secur i ty.  

Climate Disaster Preparedness in Sri Lanka’s Food Supply Chain..

Cont' . . . . .  Page 18
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Source: https://www.ips.lk/talkingeconomics/2019/03/13/linking-disaster-risk-
management-into-economic-policy-planning-in-sri-lanka/
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Licensing Procedures Workshop on EPL & SWML
IEPSL Events

Research and Publ icat ions Committee     

The Industr ia l  Relat ions Commit tee of
Inst i tute of  Environmental  Professionals Sr i
Lanka ( IEPSL),  in col laborat ion wi th Lions
Distr ict  306 D5, successful ly conducted the
Licensing Procedures Workshop on
Environmental  Protect ion Licensing (EPL) and
Scheduled Waste Management Licensing
(SWML) on 10 January 2026 at  the Ceyl inco
Auditor ium, Ceyl inco Li fe Insurance Ltd,
Gampaha.

The workshop provided part ic ipants wi th
valuable insights into environmental  l icensing
requirements,  regulatory compl iance, and
recent developments in environmental
governance. A key highl ight  of  the event was
the address by Mr.  Kapi la Mahesh
Rajapaksha, Director General  of  the Central
Environmental  Author i ty (CEA),  who del ivered
an informat ive overview of  the proposed
amendments to the Nat ional  Environmental
Act and their  impl icat ions for environmental
professionals and industr ies.

Resource persons from the CEA conducted
pract ical  and engaging sessions on EPL and
SWML procedures, of fer ing part ic ipants a
clearer understanding of  l icensing processes
and compl iance obl igat ions.

Address by Mr. Kapila Mahesh Rajapaksha, 
Director General of the 

Central Environmental Authority (CEA)
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CEO Forum: “Sustainability Under Pressure: How CEOs
Make ESG Work During Economic Hardship?”

The panel  featured insightful  contr ibut ions
from Mrs.  Kanthi  De Si lva,  President-Elect  of
IEPSL; Prof .  Sugeeth Patabandige of  the
Universi ty of  Kelaniya;  Mr.  Manjula M.U. Don,
CEO of Dual  Chelate Group, Austral ia;  and
Mr. Randeewa Malalasoor iya,  CEO of CBL
Natural  Foods Cluster.  The forum concluded
with a strong consensus that sustainabi l i ty
and ESG pr inciples must remain central  to
business leadership and decis ion-making,
even in t imes of  f inancial  and operat ional
pressure.

IEPSL Events

Research and Publ icat ions Committee     

As part  of  EcoConvergence 2026, the
Inst i tut ion of  Environmental  Professionals
Sr i  Lanka ( IEPSL) successful ly hosted the
CEO Forum 2026 on 30 January 2026 at
Hi l ton Residencies,  Colombo.

Held under the theme “Sustainabi l i ty  Under
Pressure:  How CEOs Make ESG Work
During Economic Hardship?”,  the forum
brought together business leaders,
academics,  and sustainabi l i ty  professionals
to discuss the chal lenges and opportuni t ies
of maintaining Environmental ,  Social ,  and
Governance (ESG) commitments dur ing
per iods of  economic uncertainty.

The event was honoured by the presence of
Dr.  Nandalal  Weerasinghe, Governor of  the
Central  Bank of  Sr i  Lanka, whose
part ic ipat ion underscored the cr i t ical  l ink
between economic resi l ience and
sustainable development.
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Members’ Corner

IEPSL is pleased to congratulate Mr.  Indra Kaushal
Rajapakse, Chair  of  the Industr ia l  Relat ions Commit tee,
IEPSL, on being featured on the cover page of  Global
CEO Magazine (January 2026 Issue).

This recogni t ion highl ights his strong commitment to
purpose-dr iven entrepreneurship,  enhancing export
compet i t iveness, and transforming environmental
responsibi l i ty  into long-term economic value. His
achievement ref lects the growing role of  sustainabi l i ty-
focused leadership in shaping resi l ient  businesses and
contr ibut ing to sustainable development.

IEPSL extends i ts congratulat ions to Eng. Janaka Ratnakumara,
COO of Wi jeya Newspapers (Pvt)  Ltd and former Chair  of  the
Market ing and Communicat ion Commit tee of  IEPSL, on the
remarkable achievement of  Lankadeepa being recognized as the
Most Popular Newspaper of  the Year at  the SLIM KANTAR People 's
Awards 2026. This prest ig ious recogni t ion ref lects the newspaper’s
cont inued excel lence, strong publ ic t rust ,  and commitment to
del iver ing qual i ty journal ism. IEPSL is proud to celebrate th is
achievement and wishes Eng. Ratnakumara and the Wijeya
Newspapers team cont inued success in their  future endeavors.

Spotlight on You 
Share Your Achievements with
the IEPSL Family!
Write to us at blog@iepsl.lk
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https://forms.gle/V3LWFxhCPscWryTL8

https://forms.gle/V3LWFxhCPscWryTL8
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News and Updates
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Climate Smart Sri Lanka: Awareness to Action – National Webinar Series

Click Here

https://fb.watch/mYuBBM9qqh/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8BY9t-EBQM
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The IEPSL Newslet ter  is  received by al l
members of  the IEPSL. Authors are

responsible for  the choice and presentat ion
of the facts contained in the art ic les and for

the opinions expressed therein,  which are
not necessar i ly  those of ,  or  endorsed by the
IEPSL and do not commit  the organizat ion.
The designat ions employed, the statements

made, and the presentat ion of  mater ia l
throughout th is publ icat ion do not imply the

expression of  any opinion whatsoever on the
part  of  the IEPSL or i ts counci l .
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